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Subpart 13.01—Gold and Silver
Lifesaving Medals, Bars, and
Miniatures

Gold Lifesaving

Lifesaving

§13.01-1 General.

Lifesaving Medals of gold and silver,
designated as the Gold Lifesaving
Medal and the Silver Lifesaving Medal,
respectively, may be awarded by the
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, here-
inafter called the Commandant, under
14 U.S.C. 500 and the regulations in this
subpart to persons rescuing or endeav-
oring to rescue any other person from
drowning, shipwreck or other peril of
the water.

§13.01-5 Gold and Silver Lifesaving
Medals.

Lifesaving Medals may be awarded to
any person who rescues or endeavors to
rescue any other person from drown-
ing, shipwreck or other peril of the
water. In order for a person to be eligi-
ble for a Lifesaving Medal the rescue or
attempted rescue must take place in
waters within the United States or sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof, or if
the rescue or attempted rescue takes
place outside such waters, one or the
other of the parties must be a citizen of
the United States or from a vessel or
aircraft owned or operated by citizens
of the United States. If such rescue or
attempted rescue is made at the risk of
one’s own life and evidences extreme
and heroic daring, the medal shall be of
gold. If such rescue or attempted res-
cue is not sufficiently distinguished to
deserve the medal of gold but evidences
the exercise of such signal exertion as
to merit recognition, the medal shall
be of silver. Lifesaving Medals may be
awarded posthumously.
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§13.01-15

§13.01-10 Gold and silver bars.

No person shall receive more than
one Gold Lifesaving Medal and one Sil-
ver Lifesaving Medal; but any person
who has received or may hereafter re-
ceive a Gold or Silver Lifesaving Medal
and who again performs an act which
would entitle him to receive another
medal of the same class, may be award-
ed, in lieu of a second medal of the
same class, a gold or silver bar, as the
case may be, to be worn with the medal
already bestowed, and for every such
additional act, an additional bar may
be awarded. Gold and silver bars may
be awarded posthumously.

§13.01-15 Applications and rec-
ommendations.
(a) AIll administrative details per-

taining to the award of Lifesaving Med-
als are under the jurisdiction of the
Commandant. Applications and rec-
ommendations for the award of a Life-
saving Medal may be filed by or in be-
half of the person making or attempt-
ing a rescue under circumstances con-
templated by the regulations in this
subpart. Applications or recommenda-
tions for award of medals or requests
for information pertaining thereto
should be addressed to the Commander
of the Coast Guard District, herein-
after called the District Commander,
where the incident took place. (See
part 3 of this subchapter for descrip-
tions of Coast Guard Districts.) If the
District is unknown, or if the incident
took place outside any such district,
applications and recommendations
should be addressed to the Com-
mandant, U.S. Coast Guard, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20593.

(b) Completed applications must in-
clude:

(1) Satisfactory evidence of the serv-
ices performed, in the form of affida-
vits, made by eyewitnesses of good re-
pute and standing testifying of their
own knowledge. The opinion of wit-
nesses that the person for whom an
award is sought imperiled his or her
own life or made signal exertions is not
sufficient but the affidavits must set
forth in detail all facts and occurrences
tending to show clearly in what man-
ner and to what extent life was risked
or signal exertions made so that the
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